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Can I purchase property that is delinquent in taxes?
Property can be purchased at the delinquent tax sale held once a year by being the successful bidder. 

If my property is sold at tax sale, can I get it back?
Yes, if you pay the total amount due in one year after the sale. 

What form of payment do you accept?
Cash, cashier’s checks, business checks, money orders & personal checks made payable to Jasper County Tax
Collector. These payments are accepted most of the year; however, from May 1 through tax sale, only cash,
certified checks, or money orders are accepted. 

Who determines the amount of taxes I pay?
While the County Assessor determines the value of the property for tax purposes, the local taxing authorities
(County, City, School District, Fire District, Water and Sanitation Districts, etc.) decide how much money is
required to provide services and establish the millage rate.   

Three major phases of the real property taxation process:
1. Real Property appraisal and assessment (County Assessor) 
2. Budget and tax levy (School Board, Commissioners, and other taxing authorities)  
3. Tax billing and collection (Tax Collector) 
The County Assessor is involved in the first phase as described below:

The Budget divided by taxable portion of assessed value = Tax Rate
(the budget is determined by the School Board, Commissioners, and other taxing authorities)
The County Assessor determines assessed value. 
Tax Rate multiplied by the taxable portion of assessed value = Tax Bill 

The County Assessor is not the Tax Collector and the County Assessor has nothing to do with the total amount of
taxes collected. However, as a property owner, you are not only interested in what value the County Assessor
places on your property, but in the way the amount of taxes you pay is determined.  

Do I have to pay the current taxes when I redeem my property?
If you redeem before March 17, only the defaulting year/s plus interest is required to redeem

My mother is over 65, does she have to continue paying taxes?
Please see the auditor’s office regarding homestead exemption. 

My property is mortgaged. Do I pay the taxes?
Your mortgage company usually pays your property taxes. Property owners whose mortgage company pays the
property taxes may NOT receive a tax bill. If you receive a bill, it is your responsibility to forward it to your
mortgage company for payment. The property owner is responsible to make sure that the mortgage company has
paid the property taxes owed. 

What is FOIA?
The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) is a law that gives you the right to access information from the
government. It is often described as the law that keeps citizens in the know about their government
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What is the deadline to pay before the tax sale?
The Friday before the tax sale day.


